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Abstract:

The research is concerned with studying the Wadi Sharjan poem,
discovered in the early 1960s by D.B. Doe during his archaeological
expedition to Wadi Sharjan. Doe transcribed the poem, and it was
subsequently reread by Muller, Jam, and Peter Stein. This study discusses
these earlier readings, corrects their vocabulary, fills in missing words, and
provides a more accurate reading of the poem. It also analyzes its vocabulary,
revealing that the people of Yemen relied entirely on rainwater harvesting
systems for their agriculture. They constructed dams, wells and ponds,
managed the streams, and made maximum use of seasonal rainwater. The
poem was composed by Qayl Saad Yahsir al-Asbahi after he completed one
of these rainwater-harvesting systems on a mountain called Hasar in Wadi
Sharjan, intended for the benefit of both public and private farmers. He had
climbed to the top of the mountain and heard the workers and farmers
chanting songs of joy at the bountiful harvest. The harvest and fruits of that
season resulted from the system established by Qayl Saad Yahskar. The study
also included a handwritten poem by the Yemeni poet and writer Mutahhar
al-Iryani, written upon his initial reading of the poem, praising the

achievement and commending Qayl Saad Yahskar.

Keywords: Wadi Sharjan, Qayl Saad Yahskar., Ancient Yemeni

Inscriptions, Epigraphic Reading, Rainwater Harvesting Systems, poem.
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